LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2011
CHAPTER 91
AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to requiring direc-
tors of children's overnight, summer day and traveling summer day

camps to report suspected child abuse and maltreatment

Became a law June 22, 2011, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 413 of the social
services law, as separately amended by chapters 323 and 366 of the laws
of 2008, is amended to read as follows:

(a} The following persons and officials are required to report or
cause a report to be made in accordance with this title when they have
reasonable cause to suspect that a child coming before them in their
professional or official capacity is an abused or maltreated child, or
when they have reasonable cause to suspect that a child is an abused or
maltreated child where the parent, guardian, custodian or other person
legally responsible for such child comes before them in their profes-
sional or official capacity and states from personal knowledge facts,
conditions or circumstances which, if correct, would render the child an
abused or maltreated child: any physician; registered physician assist-
ant; surgeon; medical examiner; coroner; dentist; dental hygienist;
osteopath; optometrist; chiropractor; podiatrist; resident; intern;
psychologist; registered nurse; social worker; emergency medical techni-
cian; licensed creative arts therapist; licensed marriage and family
therapist; licensed mental health counselor; licensed psychoanalyst;
hospital personnel engaged in the admission, examination, care or treat-
ment of persons; a Christian Science practitioner; school official,
which includes but is not limited to school teacher, school guidance
counselor, school psychologist, school social worker, school nurse,
school administrator or other school personnel required to held a teach-
ing or administrative license or certificate; social services worker;
director of a children's overnight cam summer day camp or travelin
summer day camp, as such camps are defined in section thirteen hundred
ninety-two of the public health law; day care center worker; school-age
child care worker; provider of family or group family day care; employee
or volunteer in a residential care facility defined in subdivision four
of section four hundred twelve-a of this title or any other child care
or foster care worker; mental health professional; substance abuse coun-
selor; alcoholism counselor; all perscns credentialed by the office of
alcoholism and substance abuse services; peace officer; police officer;
district attorney or assistant distriect attorney; investigator employed
in the office of a district attorney; or other law enforcement official.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATION--Matter in italies is new; matter in brackets [-] is old law
to be omitted.
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The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:
Pursuant to the authority vested in us by section 70-b of the Public




Officers lLaw, we hereby jointly certify that this
session law was printed under cur direction and,
section, is entitled to be read into evidence.

slip copy of this
in accordance with such

DEAN G. SKELOS

SHELDON SILVER
Tamporary President of the Senate

Speaker of the Assembly
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Governor Cuomo Announces Law to Extend Child Abuse Reporting Requirements to Summer Camp Directors
Printer-friendly version

New law protects children by helping identify suspected cases of child abtise

Albany, NY (August 12, 2011}

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced a new law 1o require directors of summer camps to report known of suspected child abuse to
state authorities.

"Thase who work with our chitdren at summer camps are well positicned to notice the signs of child abuse,” Gavermnor Cuomo said. "By
requiring camp directors to report suspected child maltreatment wherever it may occur, we are stepping up ow fight against child abuse and
protecting children across New York State. | thank Senator Martins and Assemblyman Englebright for their work on this much-needed

legisiation.”

The new law adds camp directors, including those of overnight camps, summer day camps and traveling summer day camps, to the list of
persons whe are mandated o report known or suspected child abuse of maltreatment to the Statewide Ceniral Register {SCR) maintained by
the Office of Children and Family Services. Previously, camp directors were required to report allegations of child abuse only while the child is
at the camp. This bill expands the obligation to mandate SCR reports for known or suspected child abuse wherever it may occur and protacts
camp directors who report suspected maltreatment in good faith from potential civil or criminal liability.

Senator Jack Martins said, "Our children's safety is our top priority and this law will heip authorities identify suspected child abuse cases. New
York already requires many different professionals to report child abuse, and it makes sense for camp counselors in their position of supervision
of aur children to be added to that list of mandated reporters. | praise Governor Cuomo for signing this law and his leadership on issues that
protect children across New York from harm."

Assemblyman Steve Englebright said, "Child abuse prevention starts with people speaking up when they suspect mistreatment is occurring.
This common sense law extends existing requirements to add camp directors to the list of professionats wha interact on a regular basis with our
children who are mandated to report suspected abuse. | thank Governor Cuamo for signing this bill and together we will continue to fight for the

safety of our children.”

httn://eovernor.nv.eov/press/0812201 1 childabusereporting 11/9/2011




Cuomo says new law requires reporting of child abuse at summer camps.
NYSNYS News

Text of August 12 press release.

GOVERNOR CUOMO ANNOUNCES LAW TO EXTEND CHILD ABUSE
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS TO SUMMER CAMP DIRECTORS

New law protects children by helping identify suspected cases of child abuse

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo today announced a new law to require directors of
summer camps to report known or suspected child abuse to state authorities.

"Those who work with our children at summer camps are well positioned to notice
the signs of child abuse,"” Governor Cuomo said. "By requiring camp directors to
report suspected child maltreatment wherever it may occur, we are stepping up our
fight against child abuse and protecting children across New York State. | thank
Senator Martins and Assemblyman Englebright for their work on this much-needed
legislation.”

The new law adds camp directors, including those of overnight camps, summer day
camps and traveling summer day camps, to the list of persons who are mandated
to report known or suspected child abuse or maltreatment to the Statewide Central
Register (SCR) maintained by the Office of Children and Family Services.
Previously, camp directors were required to report allegations of child abuse only
while the child is at the camp. This bill expands the obligation to mandate SCR
reports for known or suspected child abuse wherever it may occur and protects
camp directors who report suspected maltreatment in good faith from potential civil
or criminal liability.

Senator Jack Martins said, "Our children's safety is our top priority and this law will
help authorities identify suspected child abuse cases. New York already requires
many different professionals to report child abuse, and it makes sense for camp
counselors in their position of supervision of our children to be added to that list of
mandated reporters. | praise Governor Cuomo for signing this law and his
leadership on issues that protect children across New York from harm."

Assemblyman Steve Englebright said, "Child abuse prevention starts with people
speaking up when they suspect mistreatment is occurring. This common sense law
extends existing requirements to add camp directors to the list of professionals who
interact on a regular basis with our children who are mandated to report suspected
abuse. I thank Governor Cuomo for signing this bill and together we will continue to
fight for the safety of our children."
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